San Francisco Youth Commission

Provisions of the San Francisco Charter
Approved by the San Francisco Voters as Proposition F on November 7, 1995

SEC. 4.122. YOUTH COMMISSION.

There is hereby established a commission to be known as the Youth Commission
(hereinafter called “Commission”) to advise the Board of Supervisors and Mayor on
issues relating to children and youth. The Commission shall operate under the jurisdiction
of the Board of Supervisors.

SEC. 4.123. YOUTH COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP; APPOINTMENT;
TERMS; MEETINGS; COMPENSATION; DIRECTOR.

(a) Commission Membership. The Commission shall consist of seventeen (17) voting
members, each of whom shall be between the ages of 12 and 23 years at the time of
appointment. Each member of the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor shall appoint
one member to the Commission. The Mayor shall also appoint five (5) members from
underrepresented communities to ensure that the Commission represents the diversity
of the City. All appointments shall be completed by the sixtieth day after the effective
date of this charter amendment and by that date of each year thereafter. Commission
members shall serve at the pleasure of their appointing authorities.

The Commission shall consist of individuals who have an understanding of the needs
of young people in San Francisco, or experience with children and youth programs or
youth organizations, or involvement with school or community activities. The
members shall represent the diversity of ethnicity, race, gender and sexual orientation
of the people of the City and County, and shall be residents of the City and County.

(b) Term of Office. Members shall serve a term of one year. The first one year term for
all members shall begin upon the date the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors certifies
that all members of the Commission have been appointed following the adoption of
this charter amendment. Future terms of office shall begin on that date of each
successive year. Members shall conduct the first meeting of the Commission within
thirty days of the appointment of all members.

In the event a vacancy occurs during the term of office of any voting member, a
successor shall be appointed to complete the unexpired term of the office vacated in a
manner similar to that which the member was initially appointed.
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(c) Removal of Members. Any member whom the Commission certifies to have missed
three regularly scheduled meetings of the Commission in any six month period
without prior authorization of the Commission shall be deemed to have resigned from
the Commission effective on the date of the written certification from the
Commission.

(d) Compensation. Members of the Commission shall not be compensated, nor shall they
be reimbursed for expenses.

(e) Meetings. The Commission shall meet at least once a month.

(F) Minutes of Meetings. The Commission shall prepare and maintain permanent minutes
of the actions taken during its meetings, and shall file copies with the Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors.

(9) Bylaws. To aid in the orderly conduct of business, the Commission shall have the
authority to create, amend, and repeal its own code of bylaws.

SEC. 4.124. YOUTH COMMISSION-PURPOSE AND DUTIES.

The purpose of the Commission is to collect all information relevant to advising the
Board of Supervisors and Mayor on the effects of legislative policies, needs, assessments,
priorities, programs, and budgets concerning the children and youth of San Francisco.
Before the Board of Supervisors takes final action on any matter that primarily affects
children and youth of the City and County, the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall
refer the matter to the Commission for comment and recommendation. The Commission
shall provide any response it deems appropriate within 12 days of the date the Board of
Supervisors referred the matter to the Commission. After the 12 day period has elapsed,
the Board of Supervisors may act on the matter whether or not the Board has received a
response. This referral requirement shall not apply to any matter where immediate action
by the Board of Supervisors is necessary to protect the public interest. The Commission
shall have the following duties and functions:

(a) Identify the concerns and needs of the children and youth of San Francisco; examine
existing social, economic, educational, and recreational programs for children and
youth; develop and propose plans that support or improve such programs; and make
recommendations thereon to the Mayor and Board of Supervisors.

(b) Identify the unmet needs of San Francisco's children and youth through personal
contact with these young people, school officials, church leaders, and others; and hold
public forums in which both youth and adults are encouraged to participate.
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(b) Elicit the interest, support, and mutual cooperation of private groups (such as fraternal
orders, service clubs, associations, churches, businesses, and youth organizations) and
city-wide neighborhood planning collaborative efforts for children, youth and families
that initiate and sponsor recommendations that address the social, economic,
educational, and recreational needs of children and youth in San Francisco. Advise the
Board of Supervisors and Mayor about how such recommendations could be
coordinated in the community to eliminate duplication in cost and effort.

(c) Advise about available sources of governmental and private funding for youth
programs.

(d) Submit recommendations to the Mayor and Board of Supervisors about juvenile crime
prevention, job opportunities for youth, recreational activities for teenagers,
opportunities for effective participation by youth in the governmental process, and
changes in city and county regulations that are necessary to improve the social,
economic, educational, and recreational advantages of children and youth.

(e) Respond to requests for comment and recommendation on matters referred to the
Commission by officers, departments, agencies, boards, commissions and advisory
committees of the City and County.

(9) Report to the Board of Supervisors the activities, goals, and accomplishments of the
Commission by July 1 of each calendar year, effective July 1, 1997.

SEC. 4.125. JURISDICTION.

The Commission shall be under the jurisdiction of the Board of Supervisors; the
Commission shall have only those powers created by Sections 4.122 through 4.125 or by
ordinance of the Board of Supervisors.
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